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“T will ask
the Father
and he will
send the
Comforter to
you, the very
breath of God.” |

—John 14:16

“Most deacons
don’t hit the
pipe, but
George had




If I told you the story of how
dope-smoking George
became a Christian while
eating a sandwich with me
at Subway and how he later
came to be a deacon in our
church, you would laugh to
beat the band. You would. |
might do it too — tell that
story. If | do I'll call it
“George the Beginning”. If |
feel up to it, | might write
“George the End”. | don’t
know.

| always change the names of the people in my stories, but not this
time. George is dead so | don’t think he’ll mind, and it feels real nice
to be using his name again.

When | met George, his T-cell count was at zero, and it
seemed that AIDS had won the war. He started the new
Protease Inhibitor drugs in 97, but it was too late for him.

. The treatment prolonged his life, but made him wish he
were dead. He started smoking marijuana again. It was the
only thing that helped the pain. He had a ceramic water

- pipe shaped like a winged horse that he lovingly called
“Pegasus”. Most deacons don't hit the pipe, but George had
need, and we kept it our little secret.

| remember the
night George told
me he was stopping the treatments. We
were sitting in my yard, watching the
stars, drinking beer, and praying. Well,
George was praying. | was just drinking
and listening.

George liked to pray out loud and
called God, “Dad”. His own father had
been a real asshole. The nicest thing he
ever did was die young.




“It's just not worth it”, he said. “I've reached the place where | want the pain to go
away more than | want to live.”

| cried a little, he waited for me to finish, and that was that. We spent
some time planning his funeral, and I took
notes to make sure | would remember
everything when the time came.

| had no idea how fast he would go down.
That very Sunday he showed up for church in
a wheelchair. During the service he felt
something burning in his pants and tried to
take them off. Dementia was starting to set in.

After that, coming to church was too hard for
George, so we had a final communion service
at his home. There were four of us with
George that afternoon: me, a former-
Pentecostal guy named Don who brought his
guitar, and a fourth grader with her mom.




We were a rag-tag bunch of pilgrims to be sure. And we were the
body of Christ. Somehow both of those were true, thanks be to God.

Christians understand communion in different ways, and I've certainly
got my own ideas about it. Whatever your opinions on this ancient
rite, you can imagine how important this worship service was for those
of us who were present. | put it
in the top ten most meaningful
moments in my twenty years as
the pastor of that church.

We brought the wine, the
bread, and Don’s guitar to
George’s house. Don was about
a third of the way through his
Jesus songs when George
started feeling the pain. He
reached behind his chair, pulled
out Pegasus, and proceeded to
take two HUGE hits, complete




with the classic “hold it...
hold it” exhalation drama.

I'd been in a lot of worship services, and
I'd seen some strange things happen.
Once a kid farted while | was baptizing
him and cracked up the entire
congregation. But | had never seen
anyone whip out a bong right in the
middle of communion. No sir, | had not
seen that. And | can promise you the
good Christians with me on this mission
of mercy had never seen it either.

The Jesus music died, but not
sudden-like. It kinda wound down like when you unplug a record
player. | could see the 4th grader mouthing, “Mommy, what’s he
doing?”

| thought, “Deacon George’s lil” secret is out now!”

At some point George pulled the pipe away and looked at us as if to
say, “Why’d the music stop?”

It was Don who got things going again. He jumped right back into a
Jesus song and the rest of the service went without a hitch. We all
hugged George on the way out, and he seemed VERY much at peace.
Turns out that was the last time | would speak with George. The next
time we were together he was in a coma.

I've thought a lot about our last
service with George and about that
third element he introduced into
our communion worship that day.
The sustaining breath from Pegasus
was a reminder of our high calling



need.

to comfort those who stand in

d he will send the comforter to you, the very

“1 will ask the father an
breath of God.”

id that.

Jesus sa

\

A\



The original 3
PEGASUS
- WATER PIPE -
by George
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« Is it wheat?
« Is it white?
o Is it... Wonder?
YOU WON'T KNOW
UNTIL YOU KNOW!

" % Individually wrapped

~ % Shelf-stable (in spirit)

~ % Great for home or
youth retreats!

MYSTERY COMMUNION CO. - BOX 1212 » SAN ANTONIO, TX 78212

Look Up, Way Up!

.SAN ANTONIO
STAR-GAZER CI.UB

God put ‘em there -
so we could chill.

" That's all it takes to

lead worship, survive -

youth camp, and
impress your folks! .

D

° went from mung-bean '\
~ pickin' to hallelujah

n Just one weekend!
* Glow-in-the-Dark (P

SIS 8305

% Monthly Star Chart

% Bible Verses Under
the Stars

* Pen Pal in Prayer!

Send to:
STAR-GAZER CLUB
P.0. BOX 2307

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78223
“The heavens declare—"
and so do we!® -

DEACON DON'S SCHOOL OF STRUMMING
P.0. BOX 444 + SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78210

DAD-PRAYER

POCKET GUIDE

For the man who means well -
ngwgytsﬁnwds.

-»-\,J

g ”RON-ON PATcnsé & CAPS!
WEAR YOUR WITNESS!

P.0. BOX 5050 + SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205

“May conhmfrm of faith. J

» Wordless Tracts (20)

« Band-Aids

 Encouragement
Stickers

* Clipboard

* Optional mustache

(not included)

[ MERCY SUPPLY DEPOT + BOX 999 + SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209 -
Bl GEORGE THE MIDDLE

CLASSIFIEDS -

FREE TO A GOOD | ROOMMATE WANTED:
YOUTH GROUP:

1
. i Must like Bible studies, ¢4 !
5"9"“}! 051054 Xa"- 5'3?“': | board games and not 3
P87 octane. Call Pastor | Mind occasional speaking

Jeff after 9 pm. i in tongues. No pets.
_________________ fosmsXi it s T
rWANTED: i MISSIN': 1)
¥/ v Someone to explain i One rubber fish. - .
N ’ SA 7 Revelation. Must be ! Last seen in
Lie back. Look up. rPa*'_ej_f_ﬁnEC_RS_h_dP_____; baptismal
Talk to the One ggk SA:.fECh | waters.
ecti isti;
who hung them there. cassettes. Amy Grant, ‘|| CLASSIFIEDS FREE! SEND YOURS To:

dc Talk, and one Larry

L““’“‘" Make offer! | GEORGE T77 + SUROLE MAGATIME « P.0. BOX 1000 < SATXTR240

a\ JESUS FISH
o\ BUMPER STICKERS!

Stlck lt Share it. Declare it.
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]s‘ S'P WANT GEORGE THE MIDDLE GOODIES! ' . 1
(J Pegasus Comfort Pipe $9.77 ,Nam
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a

Star-Gazer Club (mo.) $2.50 |
Guitar Chord Method ~ $3.95 | Address

FISHY BUSINESS + BOX 333 » SAN ANTONIO, TX 78233

|
|
[ Mystery Bread (6) $4.00 | City St S8 Sl N Ghate Zip i
[J Dad-Prayer Guide $1.25 .

O Mercy Mission Kit $6.66 | Congragation (f ) :

[ Testimony Patches $2.00 | MAIL TO: GEORGE THE MIDDLE MERCH ¥
0 Jesus Fish (3) $1.00 { P.0. BOX 777 « SAN ANTONIO, TX 78205 A
{. (Add $1.00 SEH for ardrs under $10) | KEEP ON KEEPIN’ ON! |
J e 4




